[Acid che Peoplecalled Quakers vindicared from 
Fit Romiſh Hirarchy and Impolition. 


IN A 
Serious Examination 
OF 


VVilliam Mucklows Liberty of Gon 
ſcience aſſ, erted againſt Impoſition ; 


But proved a Libeity of the Fleſh, Self-Will, 


and Confuſion, repugaant to the Liberty which 


in Chriſt clus, 2nd ainſt Unity and Order in 
ks J his a ey 


By one whoſe Rejoycing 4s the T eftintony of 4 good Conſcience ta- ta- + 


wards Gol and Man, 
| G. Whitebegd. 


prognnl | 


Now I beſeech you Brethren, mark, then which cauſe Diva end | 
w [ſs mult 0-4 'y to the Dottrine which ye have learned andaveid | 
them, Rom, 16.17. 

They crucifie to themſelves the Son' of God afreſh, and put himite 
open Shame, Heb. 6. 6. 

But if any Man ſeem to be contentions, we have no ſuch CUSTOM, 
neither the Churches id Ged, 41 Cor; 11. 16. 
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SHORT EPISTLE 
To 
Friends who lovethe true Light, and deſire Sion®s 
Proſperity. | 


Dear Friends, 0 | 
Ho have received and do retain the Love of the pre- 
ciouws Truth, it was for your Sakes and the Truth's, 
that I was preſſed in Spirit in a godly Zeal, thus to appear againſt 
this deceitful Worker and treacherous Spirit, which at length 
hah ſhewn it ſelf in open Enmity againſt the Truth, and us the 
Church of Chriſt and elef# People of God called Quakers; 


otherwiſe we were unwilling theſe Controverſies ſhould have been 


brought into the World, being occaſioned by ſome that have 
walked among us,who ſhould hav: been reclaimed by theStrivings 
of God's holy Spirit with them, and the Churches Admonition 
therein to then:, but they had kickt againſt the Lord, and ſpurned 
at his People, hating tobe reformed, and therefore open Rebuke 
i juſt upon ſuch treach:row Betrayers and diceitful Workers; 
one of whom this W, M. hath ſhewn himſelf tobe, even an 
Engine of Sathan and Member of Ant:-cbriſt, not only in his be- 
ing an Informer of Truth's Adverſaries againſt us, but alſs in 
was and delivering (near our Meeting Door to the People) 
bis malitious, lying and confuſed Papers, ſtriking at Elders 
and ancient Friends among us in this City of London ; where- 
by be hath zratified Scorners, and affirded a Theam and Text 
vo that inſolent Scoffer, and \ ons Agent of Hypocrites 
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Fra, Chadwet '» that old dither of our Aﬀemblies, who fre- 
qeently abuſeth the Name of Chriſt , and whom the Truth, 
bath ofien confounded and diſcovered bis Wickeaneſs and Lyes : 
* Whoſe falſe * This is the Fruit of W. M.. his Work 10.411- 
Pris mate Scornes and Blaphemers ; the Lord will 
Blaſphennes. reward hin: an4all ſuch perfudious Apoſtates who 
againſt the ucifie to themſelves the Lord of Life afreſh, 
true Lioht, 4nd put him to open Shame , who moſt unworth1ly 
we have lſo have eaten and drunk among,cnd been c-nvinced 
#pon Record. of the Power and Preſence of the Lord being with 
us in our Aſſemblies, and that thereby he hath cho- 

ſen us to be his People and Church z, but they went out from ins, 
becauſe they wore not of 1s, and now are become open Enemies 
un their ſelf. Separation, Conceit and whimſical Motions, oppo» 
ſingThe Power of God in his People, renaring his Church falli- 
ble, ſubjett to err, and nnder an Apoſtacy, and ſetting up them- 
ſelves as the znfallib!e Tudges wuer the Church, even over the 
annent Friends and Elders, who have kept their Integrity t0 
the Lord, and ſuch as therein are grown in that divine Under. 
fanding, Wiſdom and Power ( as many are among 8) wherein 
all the Apoſtates and Anti. chriſts in the World cannot come near 
207 touch them, bleſſed be the Lord for ever : And as {or our 
confeſſing, that we are the Church of the firſt-born, let ourDo- 
trine ,Teſtimony , Lives and Sufferings b:ar witneſs, and God's 
Power which «s with ws, and his Witneſi in Men's Conſciences 
be our Proof beyond all that c:n be ſpoken, being therein mani- 
feſt in men's Conſcienses (that art tender) inthe Sight of God, 
having (uch a Place in the truly tender Conſciences , that 
we peed not impoſe upon them, 45 it was never oor Principle- 
to force, or drive them, or impoſe, or infringe upon their 
real Liberty, which is in the Goſpel and Power of God, 
out of which there is no true Liberty ; but for the ſeared and 


kardned Conſciences of Apoſtates, Fudaſſes and deceitful 
Workers 


| 65) 

Werkers { whoſe hypocritical Conformity: © not -at all defiras 
ble to ) ' we leave them to the Fudgments of Cod to awe: 
hen, who in bis Day will FP diſcover them, and kindle 
« Fire in them that will burn to the loweſt Heſl, and be to 
their inceſſant Torment and Angyiſh, if they feok not a place of 7 
Repentance before it be tos late, therefore dear Friends, be 
Je. diligent, and watchful in the true Light to retain the Love 
of the Truth unto the End, and brware of deceitful Workers - 
and Sowers of Diſcord , for they are Abomination to the Lord : 
And mark them that male Diviſion, and cauſe Offences contre- 
ry to the Goſpel, for they ſerve not the Lord Feſws Chriſt 
nor his People , but their own Bellies, the Fleſh and Self- 
Will. 


11th. Month, > the Lord's Work, 
167 3» 


London 3oth; Your Faithful Friend and Servant in + 


G.W. 


Serious .Examination 
OF 
William Alucklow's Liberty, &c: 


To his Title 
 [ Liberty of Conſcitnce aſſerted againſt impoſition, propoſed 


in ſeveral © neries, 


eminent Aferter of a conſcientious Liberty againſt ſome 
" great Infringement and Bondage ; but he varies in his 
very next Words [' propoſed in ſeveral Queries ] asif he could not 
write conſiſtant Matter ; for this contadicts his great Pretence be- 
fore, and diſcredits it to thoſe that underſtand the Difference be- 
tween afſertins Liberty and propofing Queries, which are about tie 
Tmpoſition as well as Liberty ; However we will take the Subſtance 
of them (inſinuating Aſperſions upon us) as poſitive as his Title z 
but the ground of hisQueries and Charge implyed throughout them 
againſt thoſe of the People called Quakers, is as falle as is his 
Work inconſiſtent ; and in order to make it fo appear , Let us 
1nquir es 
Firſt, What this Impeſition is in his Sence that he pretends t9 
oppoſe ? 
2ly, Who thoſe of the Pople called Quakers that have aſſu- 
med to impoſe, contratry to their former Teſtimonies, as he 
faith?" 
3ly, What this Liberty of Conſcience is in the Exerciſe of it that 
he pretends to aſſert 
Firſt 


T': firſt part makes a great Shew, and proclaims him an 


L 
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P;/?, To the firſt, This LAT Sence, and an inforomg 

Uniformity and Unity in outward Ceremonies and Geſtures, yea, and 
that upon Perſons before they found Convittions im themſelves, there- 
by retaining and letting in the camplying Hypocrite that ſhould be 
caſt out.. 

Ce Thoſe of the People called Quakers thus charged, and ſore 
Perſons connted famous aiid renowned in the Congregation at the City 
of London, Ancient Heads, Elcers in Ged, £6, that have reduced 
the People und:r this Yoak, of Bondage. 

z3ly, The Liberty of his Conſcience is to k;ep on bis Hat in the 
time of publick, Prayer to God 11 our Aſſemblies, when owned by 
him (an unreverent Poſture and cauſlels- Sign, as among Belewvers - 
* contrary to t* at Qrder and Cuſtom in the 
Churches of Chriſt, wcb was at firſt brovght =* Howbeir it hath been. | 
forth and ſetled amongus by his Power and 2,2: of our difowning 

- - on the Prayers of the wicked 
in- the Unity of the Spirit, and not by any ,, untetievers, andthe 
Man's Impoſition whatſoever ; and there- me Spirit that hathled - 
fore the Fonndation of this Man's Work us to Geny doing our 
againſt us is both groundleſs, and he hath Hars to Men) cr to :ho- - 
ſtated the matrer very falſly and difingenu- Ju grape _ _—_ 

. * » eq us to dot tnem IN 
ouſly; . for in the ſame Spirit and Power - p, ayer to God in our 
of Chriſt we have endeavoured toremove - Afemblics. - 

Job, Perret's Impoſition (who was the great 

Examplar) of diforderly k:eping on the Hat in time of publick.Pay- 
er among us, as they -may remember, he firſt gave the Occaſion 
and Offence to-the Church of Chrift, by ſeverely impoſing it, and 
judging our innocent Prattice (of putting-of our Hat in publick . 
Prayer) to be Accurſed, Tdolatrous, 4 Romiſh Tradition, and to be 
repented of, as his Soul had done, &c. Whereby (together withhis 
Example) ſome were ſeduced into a Party and Prejudice z  thisin 
the Name and Power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt we witneſſed againſt, . 
and ehat impoſing exalted Spirit, as repugnantto that: Unity and 
good Order, which in the beginning the Lord led us freely into, 
upon which F, P. the” Impoſer,: being fruſtrated of . his fingutar 
Rute and Sect-Maſterſhip, did grant's Relaxation, leaving all 
to the free Spirit of God in keeping on or putting off the Hat in Prayer, 
contrary to his judging the latrer Jdolatry, - Accurfed, &c,. But 
aFerward his pretended Liberty of Conſcience extended to ,- 
4 


- (8) 
. that he mug ht do - that to day in -\h/ and, Righteouſneſs, which to 
' morraw , he might be aſhamed of, or be denyed in by the fame Spiric 
{ Sordid Ranteriſm and Blaſphemy7] and after he went into Fawaica 
he could get to world ly pomp ard pref: rment, ju! of his Hat to Mev, 
and (in officiating the place of a Clark) moſt jtrittly tend:y Men 
Oathes, &c, inſomuch that ſome that had admired him, then were 
aſhamed of him and his Ranteriſm ; and ſome of them who for a 
time were drawn aſide and darkned, who were of the more honeſt 
and conſcientious, after ſome Labour of Love ufed (with them to 
convince them) came to a Sence of the Power of God, which 
rent the Vail, and broke their Hearts, brought them to judge that 
dividing Spirit, and reduced them back to their firſt Love and pri- 
mitive Order; therefore his Charge of inforcing Vniformiry and 
Unity in out ward Geſtures upon Men before Convittion, and ſo far 
retaining and letting in the complying Hypocrit«(which he flings upon 
thoſe that are accounted renowned Elders among us in the City of 
Lendon) Is all of it utterly falſe, and alio contains a flanderous Aſper- 
tion againft thoſe thatare let in and owned among us, as being com- 
lying Hypecrites, which he cannot prove, nor inſtance any of them 
that hath thus hypocritically complyed before Conviction, nor 
that we have Unity with ſuch ; I doubt not but many can with good 
Conſcience teſtifie againſt him 'n this Matter ; and he might have 
given a more honeſt Account if his Conſcience were rightly exer- 
cized; for hath not he himſelf been ſought in Love and Tenderneſs 
both by perſwaſive Means fer his Conviction with Patience and 
long-Suffering (by Friends that wiſhed him well) to reduce him 
out of that Spirit of Prejudice and Oppalition (which would cover 
it ſelf withthe Hat) that he might have come into the Unity of the 
Spirit and Society of the Lord's People ? But he hath rejected 
Counſel, and perſiſted m Hardneſs and Wilfulne(s, crucified and 
ſlain the juſt one-in himſclf,. and become an open Enemy, having 
entred into Fudas's Way, both to the Griefof God's Spirit and Peo- 
ple, with whom we include his tender Wife 6r Mother, or thoſe 
Relations, whoſe Reſpect to the Truth and People of God might 
have ſome Influence upon him, if he were nota ſurly, wilful and 
reat Pretence is for Liberty of Conſcience, 


conceited Man ; yet hi 

ut what a GECIECT hath we may caſily judge from 

what follows. _ 
on 
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*Fixft, In his Query; viz. Whether it hath riot been e#periehctd how 
difficult it is to roor ont ſuch, when once they have reduced 4 Popie to 
rhes Belief, and they in the Exerciſe of this Althority, becauſe the 


\ Honour of being” 4nveſted in ſuch — doth oblieve Men to 
an 


irs up Men of Parts 


ſecure themſelves in this ſuperior Orbe, i 
ation that it will 


and Ambition to ſupport ſuch an Hirarchy, in E 
at laſt fall unto themſelves. ' 

241), By hisinſinuating againſt us in Print, «« ſupporting ſuch «1x 
Hirarchy, as uſurps the Place of the Head, breaks in ſunder the Uni- 
ty of the Body, ſets up another Head beſides Chriſt, with Romiſh 


Poſitions, ſuch kind of Apellations, Principles and Pretences, as the 


Church of Rome dd obtain her unlimitted Power by. 
How ffow William, Isthis thy tender Conſcience, Moderation, 
Love and Charity profeſſed towards the People of God called 
Quakers? O envious Man,and peeviſh Incendiary,whoart thus revi- 
ling and flandering them inthe Sight of the Sun; do not theſe thy 
invettive Inſinuations favour of the Malice of Satan in the height ? 


 Tending to ſtir up, Perſecutiog, todettroy and root us out (if the 


Lord were nota Wall aboutus) and to beget that Jealouſie in 
the Powers againſt us that's more cruel then Death ; andeven ar 
this Junture when the Stream againſt the Papsſts and 
Rome's Hirarchy ? Letthe Lord and all that fear him, or are cha- 
ritable, judge concerning thy Conſcience and Charity towards us 


4nthele inveterate Suggeſtions ; who yet knowelkin thy Conſcience 


that we deny the Pope and Rome's Hirarchy, 

But thoughthe Komiſh Hirarchy, uſurpmg the Place'ef the Head, 
enforcing Men to arnUniformity Ke, Convittion,,making them Hypo- 
crites, Arbritary Rule or Fudicaturegexcommunicatins Perſons meer- 
ly for their tender Conſciencer, beall utterly denyed and deteſted 
by us: Yetin the true Church, which Chriſt was (and ſtiltis) the 
Foundation an1 Head of, "God was known to be the God of Order 
and not of Confuſion, and he afforded Helps 3nd Governments inthe 
Church, which could be no ſuch Ufurpation or Arbritaries asthis 
Man fallly inſinuates againſt the ancient Friends and Elders amongft 
us: There were Elders that did rule well, Overſcers made b 
Holy Ghoſt, 'and they had Power from God therein, toſet divers 
things in order, and not only to exhort, ' e and admo- 


Name 


niſh Perſons among them; but alſo to reprove, rebuke and (in the 
B 
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Nanie and- Authority of Chriſt) to:command, charge, enjoyn - 


(andin that Sence) to ;mpoſe among them'elves matters or things. 
telating to Society and good Order inthe Church (as we know no. 
religious Society.but hath a Care of its Preſervation) as in the-Wil- 
dom of God they ſaw Cauſe ; the Churches of Chrift had alſo Power 


and Authority in his Name to reject, w thdraw from, exclude out. 
of their Communion obſtinate and difordily Walkers among them,. 


4nd all this before- Rome's uturped Hirarchy : See Mar. 18. Ch. 17, 
ver. 18. 1 Cor, 12.28. Ch, 11, ver. 34. Ch. 5. 4 5y 2. 2, Thef. 2, 
I5.Ch.3.6.ver, 14. Tw.1.5. Rom, T6, 17, 1Tim, 1, 199 20. 
_£Ppil. 4. 8,9, 1 Cor. 14. 37. Ch.4q.,17, 19. with many more, 


Now let us conſider I. 44's render. Confciente asto the Lord hu, 


further Manif: ay &c. for his wearing his Hat in time of pub- 
Ik Prayer, where he tells us, that we greatly err who ſay, the keep- 
ns on the Hat wa Prattice witred::ced, unlefs we can prove ut u5-done 
#pon a reli210u4 Accountywhen as inTruth it us only a Cuſtom teft which 
they formerly prattized; this agrees with what they fay in their Spr- 
74:.of the Ha', Pp. 24. That they keep it.netther off nor on upon a relt- 
£1ious Account ; Then this beſpeaks Meir meer rensy in the 


Caſe, if not upon a religious Account, there is no ſuch tender Con-. 


ſcience nor farther Manifeſtation in. the matter on their parts ; 
wherefore their Pretence of both is a meer Diſſtmulation andCheat; 


and if then this Man'sConſcience were not aſleep, or much haxdned, 
he might ſee itis in his Wilfulneſs and Oppoſition, that he hath, 
perſiſted in ſuch a reproved and offenſive Geſture, as he hath nei-, 


ther the Exerciſe of Confcience nor Religion in : See what his aſ- 


ſerting Liberty of Conſcience amovnts to ; he ſhould have rather. 


entituled his.Paper [ Liberty of ſelf-W:ill anda perverſe Spirit aſſer- 
ied arainſt the Unity and Order of the Church of Chriſt and People 
of Godcalled Quakers ] And how do we err in-{aying, their irreve- 
rend Poſture # introduced, when .it was bot? brought in and im- 
poſed long after they accuſtomedthe contrary in the Church ? 


But his main Allegation is, He warts (or finds not) the Lord's: 


Requiring for the Praftice of bim., How thould he know his Re- 
quiring, for that which he-is prejudicially. engaged againt? And 
ia ſuch a-hardned wilful State (that feels not the- living Union) 


wherein he hath reſiſted the holy Spirit in his People, and quench it - 
ig himſelf ? and how ſhould ſuch a one that deſpiles rhe Church of - 


Ciwiſt 


— 


— 
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Chriſt, and reviles"the Lerd x People (in that State) joyn with 
them either in:the Unity or 'Order of Life? This Man therefore 
playes the hardned Hypocrite and Diſſembler, while he ſeemsto 
complain of being exchided out of our Communiun, when he defires 
it not withus, having excluded himſelf, and odificd us as grolly as he 
can to the World. 

His Complaint of Excommunication, denying him, and others, the 
Benefit of Marriage and Burial, having a Propruty © therem, only 


for the Omitt ance of eeping of the Hat m time of Prayer, is netther 


fullynor traly ſtated; for firſt, we do not deny them Marriage in 


1t ſelf, but among us,and as being out of Unity and Charity with 
"vs (which is more then” only for the ſaid Omiſſhon) we may not 


11 Conſcience be their Witneſſes. 

2dly, Denyal of him Burial, He hath not Caufe to caſt that upon 
us without Diſtinction, | 

3dty, Yet our Friends have Reaſon to take Care whom they ad- 
mit Burial among us, to.prevent Reproach, 'as much as in them 


thes, 


His faying, ' They give that Meetino this Appellation, T HE 
BODY, isnot true, but alſo falſly & icornfully given in the Spire 
of the Hat, tothe Meeting'in Devor-ſhire-Honſe ; for rhe Lodyts 
but one, and hath many Members; 1o alſo” is Chriſt, which is net 
made up of one particular Meeting, but of the univerfal Church of 
Chriſt, or general Aſſembly of the firit-born; and the Tryal of 
Motions ard Unity is by that Life and Spirit which” ſearches all 
things, and whereby the ſpiritual Man judgeth all things, and nor 
by 'a few that ſeek, Preheminerce, nor doiuch ſway over ror our 
Beay, as he fallly infinuates, who himſelf is one of the ſame Spwit; 

Many are filled with Prayer and Prai'es to the Lord sn ſilent Meer- 
tins, who notwithſtanding ſometimes requires ſome outward Ex- 

reſſions thereof, bothin Words and Geſtures, and that in deep 
Humiliey of Soul, with unvailed Sprrits and Heads too, which for 
this Man to oppole and ſhew a publick Sigragainft, isnotoken of 
Humility, but of Hardneſs and {elf-Exaltation. 

As for what Geſtures we may uſe in our private Devotion and 
Prayer, whether walking by the Way,'or on our Beds; it follows 
not that we muſt needs be in the ſame poſture in publick Prayer in 
Meetings, any more then we are-to follow our uſual Labouss or 

| B 2 Voca- 
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(12) 
Vocations in our publick Meetings ; and we are not accountable to 
Apoſtates of the manner of our-private Devotion ; What we do 
is fingly to the Lord without ReſpeR ro Spectators (none being 
preſent ) but in our Aſſemblies , who is the God of Order 
and not of Confuſion, hath called-us to.expreſs or ſhew forth Xe- 
Terence and Order,for the Sake of others, ani to dg «ll things to Eds- 
fication , ard God's Power-& Prelence we feel with us in what we 
do;but one while this Man is heaping Queſtions againſt our Praice, 
another while his Complaint is _ about :mpoſurg Poſtures « pon our 
Fellow- Members, which is falſe ; for they give us no tuch Occaſion, 
nor hath he approved himſelf as oxr Fcllow- Mer ber , who hath. 
_—_— our Teſtimony and Exhortation, and refuſed to hear the 
urch, being one of them that went out from us, for that they were 
—_ *; for had they been of ws, they would bave continued 
with ws. 
To his Query , Whether the Head mentioned. in Cor. 11. may 
not be covered with a Hat off, ard rncovered wth a Hat on ? | 
Arſw. The Head Chriſt ( whom he means) may; but_this 
Man hath nor. rightly conſidered the Apoſtle's Words inreſtrain- 
ivg them only to that-Sence of the Head, when they alſo relate to 
an outward Order or different Poſtures of Men and Women ; ſee 
ver. 5, 6, 7, 13. which argue that the Women would be uncovered - 
then, which was not comely in them as in the Men; andthe men's 
being uncovered appears to be in Oppoſition to the Fews V ails 
and Coverings under the Law ; as for tae Head Chriſt, he ought 
not to be covered in the Women. any more then in the Men, 

Que. Have not ſome kneeled,, ſat, and ſtoed. in publick, Fc. 
Whether a Cap 15 not as real a Covering to the Head as a Hat ? 

Anſw. No, that it is not; but theſe Queſtions are to excuſe . 
himſelf, and recriminate our Friends ; he ſtates not the Ground of 
the Difference, which lies chiefly in that Spirit of Diviſion and Op. 

ſition in himſelf and ſome others, which ſhould it ſeek to make - 
iſcord and Parties, either about kneeling, Cap on, or C off in : 
Prayer ; the Life and Power of God in the Church would riſe up in 
Judgment againſt it and the Diſcord-Makers ; he trifles touching 
wearing 4 Cap, ſtanding or ſating ; for God allows a Conveniency, 
and what is expedient for the Neceſſity of the weak, and aged, and 
feeble in Body, who. are not in. Prejudice, or ——— 
ey 


(13) | 
they do; yet however, erage oa wir! rs true Worſhip 
is known, which is in Spirit ard Truth, with « naked, bowed and 
broken Heart before the Lord; thexe will be no Straitneſs nor Scruple - 
to exprels it with uncovered Head and bended Knees as tothe Lord, 
which was prafticed among the Saints of old ; but the Liberty we - 
have in Chriſt touching theſe lefſer matters, we are not bor ni to 
give a particular Account of to an Apoſtate, who with an evil Eye 
hath ſought to-ſpy it out, and with a prejudiced Mind heaps a Mul- 
titude of Queries to us ; but for no ſerious or good End tobe ſure, . 
nes and traduced us as U ſurpers, 1mpoſors, ſelf-Seckers 
Romijh, and what not? However God-and our own -Confciences 
bear us W itnefſes, that we would not uſe or ſtrain our Liberty to 
give cither Offence or Occaſion of ſtumbling to our weak Brethren, . 
as falſe Brethrengive by their fleſhly Liberty of Self-W:ll, where- 
in this Man cannot excuſe himſelf by his _ the Apoſtles for __ 
bidding to judge one arother in Meats,..or Drinks or Dayes ; fo 
he was ſo- ke of oftending his weak Brother about Meat, thar 
he would rather forbear cating Fleſh, which may condemn: thit 
man's Hardneſs, who would not ſo much as/forbear his Har a littl s 
ſpace in Prayerto ſhun ſ:ch an Occaſion ; ſo little Regard hath hee 
either tc his weak Brethren, or to the Church for their Sake ; how- 
beit, when abſtaining from Meats came to- be impoſ: d, the Ape-+ 
tle oppoſedit as a DoGtrine of Devils, which is to our Purpole of . 
oppoling Job re CO about the _ Feke 

Que. Why net in propheſyzng (he meanes) krepoff the Har. 

This Quoy is hence m—_ praying or Boe: oo rods with the- 
head covered is forbidden ; wherein he teems to tell us, we failin- 
the latter, which, if it were ſo, isno ground to oppoſe us in the for- - 
mer, or to gain-ſay that part of Obedierce that appears : But he - 
is miſtaken 1n taking the whole Courſe of preaching to be that Pro- 
phecying intended, that is. brought in with Praying ; for al preach- - 
ing cannot be that w7r5re or peculiar Prophecying, which where any 
one is immediately called to ; I grant, that its moſt comely to ſtand* 
up with the Hat of; beſides there is a difference between praying:: 
to God and preaching to Men: Icould fay more to this Matter, 
but the Man is unworthy ; al Iam informed IV. Penn did pri 
vately anſwer him to the Subſtance of his Queries, which he takes 
80 notice of as an Anſwer, which he might have publiſhed mu 

is- 
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*his Queries ; but that he is willing to heapupon us, and reitterate 
'a Multitude of trifling Queſtions, as if he would not regard any 
ſerious Anſwer; and moſt unjuſtly and ,pceviſhly reflects, like 
ſome angry Anabapriſt, in ſaying, When you can pretend Scriptures, 
prove your Pratticts, then they ſhall be your Rule and Touch-Stone ; 
but when you are out of their Prattices and Commands, then the Spi- 
Yit and not the Scriptures i your Rule: Whereas we have alwayes 

"preferred the Spirit of Truth as our Rule and Tonch-Stone, an1 ty 
produce the Scripture to prove our Praftice (is not to make them 
our Rule and Touch-Stone inſtead of the Spirit) which therefore 
ſhews our Belief and Eſteem of the'Scriptures in their —_ 
Oh envious and confuſed Man ! How diſhoneſtly and perverſly haſt 
thou ſtated the Controverſie ; our citing that, 1 Cor. Ch, 17, 
was not"the Ground, Torch-Srone and Rule of our Practice ; for 
the Spirit of Life which moves us to pray, ſingly brought us into it 
in the beginning without any fuch outward Conſideration, but it 
was truely cited to prove that our reverent Order and Practice in 
Prayer was not a Romiſh Tradition, brought forth in the Apoſtacy 
and Curſe, as F. P. and ſome of his Dilciples falſly charged this 
our Order and' Cuſtom in the Church of Chriſt, after they them- 
ſelves had been ſome time therein with us. 

'His alledging , different Meaſures , Growths, Motions, furtl er 
Alanifeſtatior, Addition, and how abcu1antly different Geſtures will 
comerd the Unity of true faith; for his contradictory and offenſive 
Behaviour-in time of publick Prayer theſe are but falſe Covers, 
and favor of meer Ranreriſm in the bottom, like the Ranteys, 
VARIETY IN UNITY, AND UNITY IN Ve. 
RIEFY for theirfleſhly Liberty, wherein they contemptuoully 
have ſtood ſtaring at us with t1cir Hats on intime of publick Prayer, 
whoſe Spirits we Judged in the beginning ; whereas -d-ferez e 
HMeaſures, Growths or further Manifeſtations, in the true Church 

{( which muſt relate to one and the ſame Light and Truth) do 
neither change the Property of the thing, nor make it- another 
Diſpenfation 3 nor can they cauſe Contradiftion, Oppoſition or 

. Diviſion in one Member againſt another,as is between this Appoſta- 

of tized Ranting Spirit (that Quare!s about the Hat )and the Sparis of 

the'true Church, which acts in Unity, Peace and good Order. His 
pretence of a further Atanifetation, Grewth or Addition, fi ah © 


C15) , 
his irreverent Cuſtom which is = upheld by him upon =" Relg:on9 
Account, is a manifeſt and groſs Contradidtion z and his further 
Manifeſtation, Growth and Addition, prerended, nauſt be beyond us - 
all, and above the whole Church (it we will believe him) for 
therein he aſſumes an Authority to judge and revile both Elders and 
Ancient Friendi,. and infamouſly to notifie particularperſons to the 
World, as he pleaſeth, and to ſet a Mark upon them : and all this 
withouteither dealing with them as Chriſt injoyned, Afar. 18. 165-. 

17. or having the leaſt Conſent. of the Church, which. he hath 
owned among us; and indeed contrary to all Go'pel and Chriſtian, 
order in the Church, Thus while he is accuſing ancient. Eriends,. 
with Uſ/urping 4 Head-Ship, ſcaring up a Romiſh Hirarthy ; he him-» 
ſelf is ating tae part of an «ſurping Pope, proud Prelate, and exalted 
Diotrophes, that loved Preheminence, and. yet would make the» 
World believe;that he is a man of 4 very tender conſcience, and great: 
Humility ; but this is as real as his. Brather Fohn Penyman entitu- 
ling himſelf,0ne of the leaſt of thouſands in Iſrael, or the Popes being) 
a Seryant of Servants. 

Howbeit.his great Capital and Charge is,- That we aſſert thoſe: 
Romſh Poſitions, which having enſlaved Nations, and d:ſtroyed thou-. 
ſands,. and is of a m1ſt dangerons unutterable Conſequence [ Mark... 
Reader, by the way how he acts the part of a moſt malitious In-: 
cendiary what more envious an Inſtigation to Perſecution could he: 
have brought forth at this JunAure againſt us? Oh Treacherous, 
Apoſtate-, Fudas the Lord Rebuke'*thee ] But: what. are_thoſe-- 
Romiſh poſitions ? They are namely,.1ſt, Thar we are to believe 4s. 
the Church believes : 2dly, That the Church cannot err > 3dly, T hat 
ſhe hath Power to bind and to looſe : gthly, Trat it is abominable Pride 
not to ſubmit to her Fud- ment, ſhe having alwayes the infallible - 
Spirit, &c. 

However to his own Confutation, he ſeems herein to .dear us:. 
from ſetting up an uſurped Hirarchy of ſome that ſeek Prehermnence.. 
over the Body, & limitting the Power tg perſons (as he fallly ſuggeſts) 
for here the Power is attributed to the Churchin general,yet in thele.+ 
Poſitions he deals very unfairly ;. for to believe as the Church 
believes, ce. May be taken, as if we uſe to preach thoſe bare poli- 
tzons as our great Arguments to enforce People into 'our Faith-z.. 
which we never did; but commend our ſelves to/ every man's 
Conſcience 


6 
Conſcience in the Sight of os 'F therein are we manifeſted; 
yet that I may looſe nothing of Trath's Teſtimony. 
To the firſt affirm, That the true Church is in the true Faith 
"that is in God, and we muſt either believe thus 'as the true Church 
believes, or ele it were but both a Folly and Hypocrifte to pro- 
els our ſelves Members thereof; this man hath treacherouſly ay- 
ed both his own Conſcience and Teſtimony, who while he woul 
feem to own the Churchof Chriſt,as a Member of her ; yet tells the 
World, Ir «s a moſt dangerous Poſition that we are to believe as 
the Church believes, OhyT reachtrous Enemy to the Chureh of Chriſt. 
2dly, Is it ſo dangerous, that this Church (or univerſal Body of 
*Chriſt) cannot err? Whenas the Church ſignifies the Elect, and 
-Chriſt implies an Impoſſibility that the very Ele# ſhould be decei- 
ved, Mat. 24. 24. Or that the Gates of Hell ſhould prevail againſt 
his Church, and promiſeth his Preſence to the End of the World: 
Were it either reaſonable or juſt to conclude, the whole Body or 
"Church of Chriſt is liable toerr, becauſe ſome particular Members 
_ ? -Obſerve the Darkneſs and perverſe Spirit of this Apoſtate 
'gnd Acculer of (not only the Brethren, but) the whole Church ; 
for he ſtates not this Charge againſt a falſe Application made of the 
ſaid Poſitions by theChurch of Rome,but againſt the Poſitions them- 
ſelves, as being deſtru4ive and dangerous, and as aſſerted con- 
cerning the Chxrch, not this nor that particular Church, Congrega- 
rion or Aſſembly, but its the Church his Quarrel lies againſt. | 
34ly, He is even alfo againſt the Church having Power to bind 
and to looſe, though this was a certain Priviledge given of Chriſt 
Jeſus unto the Church (who in him received a living Seace of bath 
Judgment and Mercy) even to bind and to looſe, by the Power 
of the holy Ghoſt given unto her, ſee Mur.18.18 Foh. 20,2223. 
Tf it muſt needs be accounted dangerous to aſſert this ? then its dan- 
-gerous to confeſs the power of Chriſt that is in the true Church 
the man hath greatly wronged and out faced his own Conſcience. 
4thly, If he will not hear the Church lct him be to thee as + Heathen 
2an,&c. what is it but abominable Pride ſor any one(efpecially that 
-profeſſeth himſelf a Member of the true — to Refule to 
hear her, or ſubmit to her judgment ? when demonſtrated ? for ſhe 
muſt needs have both the infallib'e Spirit and true Judgment; if 
every living Member pertake thereof,- be that. hath not t —_ 1 
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Chriſt « none of his ; aud God i come in ten Thouſand of his Saints 
£0 judge the Ungodly, and the Saints ſhall judge the World; 'and 
doth not W, A. 'profels the Spirit of Chriſt, that he hath it ? Yer 
Tells the Word, Jr is a Romiſh Poſition, d:ſtraftive and dangerotu 
to aſſert, that the Church hath alwayes the infallible Spiris (thats 
the Spiric of Chriſt) butdid not Chriſt protni'e the holy Spirze the 
Comforter to his Chrrch, ſaying, He fball abide wit you forever ; 
and is not this infallible, and the Church's. Judgment therefore of 
Value?Oh how fadly tath this Oppoſer violated his ownConſcience, 
perverted the right Wayes of God, and abuſed the pretious Teſti- 
mony of Truth ? And ſeeing his Charge is ſo high againſt us for a© 
ſerting thoſe four Poſitions afore-ſaid on the behalf of the Churcty; 
-and that they are both Romiſh, Deſtruttive and of a moſt dangerous 
"Conſequence , it naturally follows that he deems it nor dangerous 
ner d: ſtret:ve for him to alſert the contrary, namely, 1. That we 
are not to believe as the Church believes (but rather asW. Mucklow 
and his Brother 7. Pennyman believe) ſecing that they have aſſu- 
med a Juri'diction over the Church, and a Power to judge her. 
2. That the Church can err, is fallible, or ts liable to be decerved and 
apoſtatize (as he queſtions us.) 3. Thar ſhe hath no ſuch Pow- 
er 45 tobindand to looſe : [| Wherein he {ets his Judgment above 
Chriſt's, in Oppoſition to his expres Promie to his Church. 7] 
4. That the Church hath not alwayes the infallible Spirit (which is 
Chriſt's)and therefore it 1s no Pride,but great Humility in WM, and 
J. P. (as being the lowly Ones) not to ſubmit ro the Church in matter 
of Fudgment : So that at this Rate they will claim a Superiority and 
Preheminence above the Church (which heretofore they have owh- 
ed, and confeſſed to the Power of Ged in her) as if this had the [x- 
f=ll:ble Spirit, when the Church wants it ;, if this be not a Head-ſhip 
and Uſurpation, a degree higher then the Pope him'elf pretends to, 
let all intelligent Readers judge ; if fo be the Pope pretends to ah 
Infallibility, not as in a Separation from the Church, but as profe(- 
ſing Unity with her Hl, though be be really Anti- chriſtian in his 
u{urping the Headſhip, that he doth ; and ſo arcthe'e Men, who 
like evil Spies have brought Evil Reports upon the good Land, and 
deipiſe the Church of God, even his People (called Quakers) 
contrary to their firſt Love, Teſtimony and Conviction. 
As for W. M4. his Addition to his Queries it contains both appa- 
C rent 


1impl ying the Churches Apoſtacy, Declenſioz or Fall from what was 
reſtifycd in the beginning among us, which is as good DoAtine as to 
tell us, that Chriſt's Spouſe, Bride or the Lamb's Wife is become an 
Aadultereſs ; where then is the Church's Security or Care taken 
over her by the Head ? -But this Man himſelf is fallen, and not the 
Church nor Miniſtry in it, cough moſt groſly ſlandered in the Spi- 
rt of the Hat, which F. F. pretended in. publick he would prove ; 
but inſtead thereof exhibited divers Articles againſt particular Per- 
lons, to prove, t'iat eur Preachers a 14 Leadet 8 are not ſo infallible as 
they rite; drobe, which was much beſides and ſhort of the Cande- 
rous Charge given in the Spirit of the Hat, p. 43. But how infalli- 
blethey ever pretended themſelves to be, he told not, he was not 
{0 ingenuous ; did we ever preach up me: rly our ſelves as Infallible, 
or pretend Infallibility any otherwiſe then as inſtructed by the Spi- 
r:t of Chriſt, which is 1:fall:ble? Or did we ever place it upon 
humanU:d:rſtandinggas meer Men,but upon that d:vine Vrderſtand- 
ng that God giveth ? But theſe Apoſtates judge others from their 
own Darkneſs, and evil Thoughts, and therein render the Body 
as divided from the Head, and rent te peices within it ſelf, which 1s 
that the Devil (the old Divider) hark ſought, and now ſets his 
Agents on Work to make the World believe a Lye, viz. That he 
bath made ſuc) Diviſion in the Church, as where W, 2. faith, In 
th: BeginnugyC +” within us was then to be Headybut now the Bedy 
without us. . 

A manifeſt Slander againſt the Body of Chriſt ; never ſuch a 
Dottrine was preached or owned among us, That now the Body 
without #s is.to be the Head, and not Chriſt (as implyed) and yet 
he grants, Chri/# to be the Head of the Bedy;- and is not that Body 
the Church which he hath owned ? See what Contradiction Envy 
leads this Man into, who alſo ſaith, That the-Chuch was then tobe 
m Subjcttion to her Head, and every Member governed and exerci- 
zed accordins to the Order of the Head; but now the Body, the 
Churchclaims Authority over their F«llow- Members, as peculiarly 
having the infallible Spirit, cc. 

Theſe latter Words from { BUT 7] contain two falſe and Un- 
juſt Refletions upon the Church ; for, 


Firſt, the Body or Church claims no ſuch Authority over their 
Fellow- 


(18), F 
rent Untruths, Folly and Confuſion againſt the Church of Chriſt, 
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Fellow-Members; it is groſs 22M inhim for to afirmit; for 

all Fellow-Members thereof are included in the ſame Body in Sub- 

zettionto one 3nd tie /ame Head, which isChriſt. 

2. None of tc Fellow-Members of the Body of Chrift, are 
excluded from having the infallible Spirit in ſome degree, as if it 
were peculiar only to jome few, whenas its univerſal throughout the 
whole Body ; though there be diverlities of Gifts givenzas the Lord 
ſees meet, to every Man his and peculiar Gift, which all 
tends to Unity and Edification of the whole Body : But this Man 
ſeems to claim a Member-ſhip in the Church or Body (as he calls 
us) and yet judges and reviles the Church ; what then would he be 
a Member of; 1s it of ſuch a Body that he repreſents, as torn to 


peices, and rent from the Head, or fallen under Apoſtacy ; for we 


cannot look upon the Churchto be made up of himſelf and Fob 
Pennymazr, or atew of their Spirit ; and that were al/o contrary tv 
F. P's writing himſelf, One of the leaſt of the Thouſands in Iſrael z 
but whether he had ſuch low Thoughts of himſelf or not ; bet God's 


Witneſs an1 his People (who have beheld his Deportment and . 


Luceferian Spirit) judge, 

W. M. faith, Friends, Tat which was d:clarcd of, and teſtified 
unto in the beginning was, todireft our Minds unto the Heavenly 
Gift (ct to the Church) but to the Manifeſt tion of the Spirit in the 
particular waiting there to feel its Motions, end to hear its Voices 
which would infallibly teach us our Duty towards God, our Neighbour 
and our ſelves; and not topo forth into Reaſonings to promote comely 
Orders after the Manner of men, nor to be und in the Exerciſe of 


any thing in bus pure Worſhip, but what the Lord, nat the Body re- 


quired, elſe to ſtand ſtill, &c. 


Herein he hath intermixt his perverſe Parentheſis, falſly charging 
us.in divers ReſpeAs, as it the Heavenly Gift and the Church were 
now ſeparate;and what the Lord and his Peoplerequire in Oppofiti- 
org7r as if we were promoting 4 Body without the Spirit,or SubjeBlion 
to what the Lord requires, asif our Teſtimony were now ſo much 
varied from what it was in the Beginning ;, theſe are all moſt fally 
ſuggeſted, his ſaying, It was to direft our minds to the Heavenly 
Gift, not to th! Church, to what the Lord, net the Body required : 
See what Diviſion this would make between the Lord, and his 
People ; but he miſtakes [| Nor ro the C:urch ] for our Teſtimony 
was 


+ 

was inthe beginning and ſtill i to promote the Unity of the Spi- 
rit in our directing the Minds to the Spirit, and to them that love 
the Lofd, to dwell in Love and Unity, which all come unto who 
come unto the Heavenly Gift, and to follow the Lord's Requirings 
therein, which is unerring ; and what is this but to preach up a true 
Caurch-State, which hath been the real Intent and Tendency of 
our Teſtimony from th2 Beginning ? And had this Man been 
faithful to what was teſtfied in the Beginning (as he pretends a great 
Eſteem thereof) the Unity and Society of the Church and People 
of God called Qzakers would have been of more yalue with him, 
then now ſo envioully and cenfuſedly to quarrel with them, or any 
comely Order or reverent Cuſtom #n the Church, as he doth, which 
he did not inthe Beginning ; for when his Mind was directed to the 
Manifeſtation of the Spirit, which would infall-bly teach us our Duty 
towards Ged, our Nerghbour and our ſelves (as he faith) then he 
(and the reſt concerned) in the Beginning did not #rreverently ſic 
with their Hats on in publick, Prayer among #s, nor ſay that the con- 
trary among us was 4 going forth into Reaſonings to promote comely 
Orders after the manner of Men ; for what needed that, when the 
infallible Spirit, which was then owned to be their Teacher, freely 
led them into it ? Nor did the Apoſtle ſo go out into reaſoning, 
when he exhorted the Saints ro think on what ſoeves things were trucs 
boneſt, juſt, purc, lovely, of good Report, &c, But this Man is of- 
fended at our vindicating that Order which was made both lovely 
and comely (by that Spirit that ſet it up) ſince he is gone out from 
that infallible Spirit which he was direRed to in the Beginning, 
which then moved and led them into both Reverence to God, Re- 
ſpe to his People, and how to behave themſelves in the Church 
of Chriſt, both in Decency and in Order. Note that /, AZ. in 
fo plainly profeſſing, and (in Words) owning the Truth's Teſtimony 
and Infallibility of the Spirits Teach'n©, as u was in the Beginning 
teſtified to among 4, he hath therein ſaid more for the comely Or- 
der that then was brought forth in our Aſſemblies, and for the 
Church having the infall;ble $ pre to know Truth from Error and the 
right from the wrong Spirit, then ever he can fay or produce for the 
contrary, VIZ. for bis keepins on his Hat in Prayer, for his accuſin 

the Church with Fall:bility, Apoſtacy, or the Antient Friends wit 


Impoſing, Vſurping, &c. 
Out 


beris not anEye ; and we further 


- 
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Out of his own Mouth he is condemned, as one apoſtatized from 
the Heavenly Gift, frem his firſt Love, Convincement and Crder, 
and hath wilfully excluded himlelf from the Union and Society of 
the Church of Chriſt, 

He ſtill boggles and ſeems offended at the Body, the Church, 
having the infallible Spiru, the certain unerring Fuds ment rec- 
ding with them npon all Occaſions ro know Truth from Error and 
= right from the wrong Sperit ; will you limit the Lord? faith 

e. 

Arſw. Is it alimitting the Lord for the Body or Church of 
Chriſt to have his Spirit which is infallible? and an unerring Judg- 
ment {o far as we received front the ſame Spirit ? What grols Dark. 
neis1s come over this Van ? Doth not the ſpiritual Man judge all 
Things ? And the Saints ſhall judge the World ; and dare he fay 
that the Spirit of Chriſt hath not taught the Church Truth from 
Error, nor to know the right from the wrong Spirit ? Whenas the 
Principle we direct unto, and our Teſtimony concerning it, he dares 
not ay is fallible ; but ſeems to juſtifie our Teſtimony as it was #*2 the 
Beg»ming , and in Words to own Inward Motiors, Voice ard 
Teachings of the infall:ble Spirit, and the meaſure thereof within to 
try the Verity of our Dottrine ; And why ſhould it be rendred a limit- 
ting of the Lord for the Church to elaim this Priviledge, as thus, 
having the unerring Spirit ? And that we have it to guide and give 
diſcovery inthe weighty matters of Faith and Salvation, and to try 
Spirits, whether they be of God or no ? Surely then we need not 
want true Underſtanding and Judgment in things of lefſer Concern- 
ment. And we are fo far from limitting the Lord, his Power and 
Church ro Perſons, or ſuch as would exerciſe Authority above their 
places, that we affirm (as we experience) that the Power is univer- 
fally free and unlimitted, and the whole Church, even every living 
Member of the Body of Chriſt pertakes of it, though every Mem- 

r tMie that whereſoever two or 
three are gathered together in Chriſt's Name, there he is im the 
midſt of them to aid and a'l ſt them, whether itbe to make Agree- 
ment on Earth, end Differences, give atrue Judgment in matters 
as there ſhall be need in the Church among the weak, or only to 
wait in Truth of Heart upon the Lord, to reccive inward Advan- 
tage unto their Sovls ; and God beareth us Record that our Eye is : 0 
D ls 
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his Power, and -our Dependence is upon his Counſel upon all 


weighty Occaſions in our Aſſemblies, and not upon our own Under- 


ſtandings meerly as Men. Frs 
Now it were very groſs and impious to deny that Priviledge to 


the whole Church, Body or gencral Aſſembly, which two or three 


met in the Name of Chriſt pertake of, namely,  h:s Preſence im the 
m:dſt of them; and if his Preſence be in the midſt of two or three 
metin his Name, fvrely he will not be abſent frema greater num- 
ber ſo met; but faith W -M. Cannot he reveal to a particular, yea 
_ fath things as the Church would he ſtartled at, yea, ard be ready to 
gu: ſt;on the Veruy thereof ? yethe conſeſſerh, that it hath plea'ed 
the Lord to reveal himſelf unto the lowly Ones, that are little in their 
own Eyes to inform the Church aud: Elders thereof : And are not 
theſe lowly Ones Members or included in the Church then?Or is the 
whole Church or Bedy which he confefſeth Chriſt to be the Head of, 
in ſuch an Exaltation over the lowly ones ? Oh what confuſed Work 
doth this man make ? yet we will grant him. that, that may be re- 
vealed in ſome particular Caſes to a Prophet or Apoſtle, which is 
not to all in the Church; but then ſuch Prophets or Apoſtles are 
no ſelf-Separators, but included in the Church, as having one Head, 
and then the Church will not be ſtartled thereat, nor queſtion the 
Verity thereof, but be in SubjeQtion to the Power or Head Chriſt, 
which reveals; and the Spirits of the Prophets are ſubject to the 


Prophets. John to the Angells of the ſeaven Churches in Aſia ; 


Mo!es, Iaiah, Jeremiah, &-c. to the Jews had particular Diſcove- 
ries and Reproofs who thereby did not make Diviſions nor Schiſms 
in the true Evangelical Church, nor oppoſe any comely Order-or 
Cuſtom therein ; butc#hen his Compariſon is unequal between the 
Church (or Body of Chriſ# ) now, and the Carnall Fews, fallen 
Angells, Elders that ſat in Moſes Chair, who Reſiſted the Appea- 
rance of Chriſt both in Fleſh and Spirit, or between the Spiruuall 
Church, and Congregation of Iſrael whom Caleb and Joſhuah with- 
flood; 1s there not a manifeſt diſparity between the Carnal Jews 
Under the Law, and the Spiritual Church now Under the Goſpel, 
from whom his Work ſtill drives at a Separation in thoſe he counts 
the lowly Ones that may bave ſuch things revealed as the Charch.may 
be ſtartled at ? who then are thoſe lowly Ones that are not of the 
urch ? Apd what are thoſe peculiar Revelations or _—_ ? 
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Are they ſuch as Fohn Perrct, Fohn  NOWTY W. Mucklow, &c, 
whole _ Spirits and Works of Darkneſs are denyed by the 
true Church among us, as F. Perrot with his Motion, To be aſhamed 
ro morrow of that which he mi»ht doin Truth and Righteouſneſs to 
day? or J. Pennyman with his Aotion to have the Buble and Teſti- 
monies of Martyrs, with other good Books to the Exchange in order 
to burn ? Orto invite both Fews and Gentiles to the Publication of 
bis Wedding at Merchant-Taylors Hall (and to his many Venſon 
Paſties, voluptuous Extravigancy) and there to att a Fool's Tragedy, 
and to tell the People, I have taken M, B. but when and where he 
had before taken her he told not (fo how ſhould they witneſs to his 
clandeſtine Proceedings? they hoped they ſhould have come to 
his Wedding, but were cheated and deceived of their Expectati- 
ons) And afterwards his Motion to cry againſt us in our publick 
Aﬀemblies; which whimſical Motions and mad Attions of his the 
Church hath utterly denyed and condemned; and alſo W. Ar. 
with his Motion to deliver his enwous confuſed Papers neer our 
Meeting-Houſe Door to all forts of People, to render the People 
of God called Quakers odious and obnoxious ; it ſeems, he va- 
lues his own Repication ( which he pleads for ) more then the 
Church's. 

He faith, Of what hath been ſaid this is the Sum, A Church l:- 
mitted to Perſons may impoſe an Error, and caſt out the moſt ſpiri- 
tual ; Seeing his great Matter againſt the Church, is ſummed up in 

this narrow Compaſs ; let it be noted, that his Charge againſt the 
Church or Body, which he hath confeſt Chriſt to be the Head of, 
is varied into a Suppoſition againſt a Church limitted to Perſons, 
that ſuch a Church may ery and caſt out the moſt ſpiritual : And that 
is not true, as its univerſally ſtated of a Church limittedto Perſons, 
which is any Church or ſelc&ed number of perſons, whereas there are 
Perſons in the true Church, thatare grown in the Truth and VVit- 
dom of God, who being choſen out by the Lord and his People for 
any Service of Truth, they are 4 Church, and fitted todo the Ser- 
vice they are called to; and ſoare two or three gathered inthe 
Name of Jeſus, whom he is in the midſt of: And to be ſure, if 
this Man will own that there is any Members in the Church, of a 
found Judgment (or any Eyes inthe Body) there may be 4 Church 
or ſelect Number choſe: out, that will give a true Judgment, and 


2 make 
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make a right Ditin tion between the pretious an the vile ; and we 
know there are ſuch Per ons in th2 Church of Chriſt now, Men 
grown iti the Light and Wi d»m and Connſel of God; and of old 
the Caurch had Power in ſome Caſs to chu © out Men of honeſt Re- 
port, full of the holy Ga ſt and W:ſ4;m1, and there were Elders and 
Overſeers maae by the holy Ghoſt; however the Eld'rs and an: tent 
Frie -d; now, whs have kept their Integrity be (lited by Apoſtates, 
who are fruitle$ withered Branches; as for this Man's Vindication 
of his Innocency from being one of the Cabal! with the Author of 
Tyranny and Hypocriſie, in that he ſaith, He hath not the leaſt Ac 
q1aintance with im that i ſaid tob: the Author thereof, We do 
nt look upon this to b2 ſufficient to clear him from being one of 
tae Crbal, or Corre pÞ nent with ſom? of thoſe that had a Hand 
in that ilanderous Pamphlct, becauſe iome of the matter came from 
hunlelf, he was an Informzr at leat, confeſſing himifelf to be 
concerned in page 5o. and 52. and he Hath appeared in the 
very fame Language of the Sp:rit of che Hat and Tyranny, &c, 
againkt us;; however he ſeems to clear himſelf more from b2inz 
dire*tly the Author of the latter then of the former; for t12t Sp:- 
re: of the Hat thews forth IW. M's perverſe Spirit and Language 
(againkt the Bodz, and our M:niftry and Elders) reiterated in 
this Ize Paper : His Refleftion upon: F. W. 4nd T, M, is an- 
ſwvered before in our Book againt Fadas and the Fews, How-+ 
ever he hath not dealt cither like a Brother or Chr:ſt:22 wit'\ them, 
in notifying them to the World in fuch an infamous manner 3 if 
they had been culpable of all thats reported again them (which 
they are no2t) he ſhould have rt admoniſhed tnem in private, and 
not tohave dealt with them as with Heathen, in this pablick man- 
ner, unleſs they had refuſed (uot only) to hear (him and two or 
three more) but the Church allo : I appeal to his Coaſcience, hath 
he taken this Courie to gain his Brother according to Chriſt's Pre. 
cept; and dare he ſay that T. 1M. hath not been dealt withall for 
'its Miſcarriage, though we never underſtood it was fo gro's as ren» 
dred in Tyranny and Hyporrijie [wherein F, WV, and many others are 
2b1/ed ] However 1s it equ1l to caft that upon us waich we have 
condemned and are clear of ? Or to upbraid any with what is paſt, 
that have repented,received Vercy and Forgiveneſs from the Lord ? 
ould he be ſo dealt by ? Oh bard-Hearted perhidious Man, 

To 
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To his faying, It  denyed thar be accuſed G. F. tobe 4 Refpelty- + 
of Perſons in Fudgment , but be poſitrucly affirms, he did ſo accuſe 
him. | 
ButI ask, how is it denyed that. he did ſo accuſe him, when it is 
confeſt, chat ſome pronounced Woes upon W. M. Fudas and the Jews, 
. 22, which ſure was on/ſome Occaſion given by him; therefore 
his Accufation was condemned by the Meeting (and fo in the faid 
Book) as falſe; and Wo belongs to that treacherous Spirit that was 
the Author of it, aud fince hath ſpread it to the World ; he faith, 
He is ready to make good his Charges. if they deny it, ec. It ſeems, 
it is not made good yet then; but ſtill he violates Chriſt's Precepts, 
for if he could have made it good, he ſhould have done it dallen 
two or three Witneſſes and the Church, if there had been need, 
and not have publiſhtit to the Wor'd, unleſs there had been a refu- 
Sng to hear the Church; bur on the contrary, the Church hath gi- 
ven Judgment and Pronounced Woes againſt ths ACCUSER 
OF THE BRETHREN who hath refuſed to hear the 

Church. 

His accuſing us with jpftifying the accuſed when guilty, and condem- 
ning the Accuſers when Innecenty ard ſaying, until you take Shame 
knto your ſe!r:c5.% lic low before the Lord for theſe Abominations, cc, 

If he had apprehended. any Injury done him of this kind by any 
among us, he thould have told the party of it particularly, that 
the matter might have been heard and determined within the 
Church, and not have (in'this general Way of charging) divulged 
it to the World, tending to beget a general Suſpition againſt us, 
bur its manifeſt, that his Accuſations proceed from an envious 
Heart, which God will judge, and favour of an exalted Luciferian 
Spirit in him, that aſſumes ſuch an Infallibility in Judgment, and 
Power to exclude and excommunicate others, which he will not al- 
low the Church (or Bedy that Chriſtis Head of ) among us, whilft 
all- along he ivggeſts that the Church may err in Fudg ment and T:yal 
of Spirits, but he would have his Judgment againſt us believed as In. 
f:llib'e (no doubt) or clic he would not be {o poſitive init, but ra 
ther have rated It as Quernes propoſed, which ts nor Liverty of Con 

| ten © aſſerted : 
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His admoniitung us to ti 5 Juqpmmne 0p upon tbe Tranſgrefſ 2? 
and!» jjareno | erſon what ſoc+. er for Favour or {ffi tion; wmplic* 


then 
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"thenthat we" (as the Chnnck) wok have infallible Judgment and 
Power to paſs it: How well this agrees with much of his Work 
againſt the Church, I leave to them whoſe Eyes are open to judge. 
Tehis pretending, that he hath arfcharged hs Conſcience towards 
-us in Fauthfulneſs, 
VVeare ſure that his reviling us openly-to the V Vorld, and in- 
famouſly notifying Perfons among us, without any faithfvl, friend- > | 
ly, or GoſpeE-Proceeding with them within the Church ; theſe do 
neither ſavour of any tender Conſcience nor Chriſtian Spirit. Oh | | 
groſs Duſimulation and manifeſt Hypocriſie and Treachery, thus to 
Place his own Malice and Shame (he has fomed out againſt us) upon 
Conſcience and Faithfulnef : And ſo his concluſive Title to himſelf 
ſavours of meer feigned Flattery and deceitful Infinuation, in calling 
himſelf, One who greatly deſires to ſee Moderation, Love and Chari- 
tyto be mutually extended unto all thoſe whoſe Hearts are upright and | | 
Conſciences tender towards the Lord, though m ſeveral Forms. 

Thus he would ingratiate himſelf into a popular Aﬀection,whenas 
he hath ſhewn neither Moderation,Love norCharity(but the contra- 
ry) towards the Houſe-hold of Faith, among whom he ſometime 
walked not long ſince (namely, among the People of God called | 
Quakers)having repreſented them, as no better than a Church made 
up of x. Impoſing uſurping Elaers; 2. C omplying Hypocries ; 
3. Fearful, En ſlaved and Ignorant Perſons, who comply for Fear | 
or Self- Intereſt, and not from a real Convittion-4n themſelves: The 
very Tenvur of his V Vork doth at leaſt implicitely thus charge us ; 

Andas we are a People profeſſing the Name of God, and bearing | 
witnels to his pretious Truth ; we do commit our Cauſe to him to | 
pleadand vindicate our Innocency from thele Aſpertions and Slan- 
ders, not doubting, but he will rebuke that Treacherous Spirit, 

that hath ſo groſly abuſed and miſ-repreſented us to the V Vorld, 


—_— 


A® concerning 2. Furly's Paper long lince writ, but lately part | 

of it inſerted in Tyranny ard Hypocriſie, and which that Scof- 

fer Fra, Chadwel, and others of Truth's Adverfaries have boaſted of 

againſt me ; this may ſignifie, that as it was writ when B. F, was 

alouded by this Spirit of Diviſion; fince {through the _ ; | 
/ 


Mercy) he hath been brought _ better Underſtanding, and t9 
ſee and judge his former Prejudice and VVorks thereof ; peing 
ſatisfied alſo that the Apoſtates and Baptiſts had not inth® 
B. F's Conſent in the Publication of his Paper, which I did (pre- 
ſently after I had it)- give a plain and full Anſwer * to.in the Light 
| of Truth; and F. Pennyman was privy to thoſe 
* Which ; could Controverſies, being intruſted_ in conveying the 
die Letters betweenus; but he was not pleaſed to pub- 
| ; liſh myAnſwer,but rather to abuſe myName inPrint - 
without Cauſe, acculing me with ſubtil and dark, Imaginat ions » 
* But heſhould look at home, and ſee his own dark 
* In bis Paper, Imaginations: Judge ſerious Reader, what Reſpect 
m_ ary the'e Men have to the Truth and People of God, in; 
->—aagg "S* their reviling the Innocent, deſpiſing the Church of, 
Chriſt in print, publiſhing Weaknefles and Failing 
of particulars, that have been judged by them long ago, raking u 
condemned Stuff to caſt upon us, telling thoſe things in Gath, and . 
publiſhing them in Aſhkelon, that cauſe the Uncircumciſed to tri- 
umph : All which have neceſſitated us, thus publickly to appear it 
Truth's Vindication againſt them, 
G.W. 


Some Defetts and Faulrs eſcaped in the Preſs, thus to be correlttd..” 


Piſt'e page 3. Line 12, read have kickt, P, 4. The Margin-Note relates to .. 
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THE END. 


